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The Computer Link 
The Newsletter of the Northern Neck Computer Users Group 

 

 

NNCUG Meetings 
 

 
NNCUG General Meeting 

 
Meets Third Saturday of every month at 10:00 A.M. Lancaster Community 

Library 
 

Genealogy SIG 
 

Meets bi-monthly 2nd Thursday at 1:00 p.m. Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury 

Contact Mary E. Stewart at mstewart485@gmail.com to get on the 
mailing list for announcements. 

 

Photoshop SIG 
 

Meets second Tuesday every month at 9:30 a.m. at the Lancaster 
Community Library. 

 

 
 

 

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME 
 

Computer Help Available 
 

Contact 
Betty Lehman – 804-435-2011 
B.J. McMillan – 804-580-8666 

 

NNCUG Officers 

President 
Mary Stewart 
804-436-9022 

 

Vice President 
BJ McMillan 

804-580-8666 
 

Secretary 
Susan Malloy 
301-518-6372 

 

Treasurer 
George Cadmus 
804-435-6328 

 

Member-At-Large 
Bruce McMillan 
804-580-8666 

 

The Computer Link 
George Cadmus 
804-435-6328 

 

Website 
Brian Riley 

804-436-2252 
www.nncug.net 

 

NNCUG Email Address 
geocadjr@verizon.net 
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Membership Report 
 

The following members’ Dues are due in 
 

June 
      Richard Davis   David Herndon 
      Brian Riley   Ann Thompson 
      Carole Gallen   
    

The following members’ Dues are due in 
 

May 
      Russell Buxton                      
      

Thank you to the following members who have 
recently renewed their membership 

 
      Marg Alderson  Anne Moss 
      Roger Fortin   Marriane Miller 
      Willis Burton 

 
New Members 

Rosalinda Lema 
 

Membership dues are $20.00 annually. 
Please remit to: 

NNCUG 
150 Pine Drive 

White Stone, VA  22578 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Coming Events 

 

General Meeting 

There will be no meeting in July 
 
 

Photo SIG 
 

Tuesday, July 10, 2018 9:30 a.m. 
Lancaster Community Library 

 

Genealogy SIG 
 

Thursday, September 13, 2018 1 pm at 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury in 

Irvington.  Please let Mary know if you plan to 
attend. 
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Treasurers Report 

Banking Account $4,818.07 
Cash On Hand  $55.00 
Treasury Total  $4,873.07 

Regular Members: 45 

Family Members: 13 

Total Membership: 58 
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Northern Neck Computer Users Group 

There is no meeting scheduled for June 
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How to add new Faces and Names to Photos and How 

to    Search for Things in iOS11 

 
By Bill Crowe, Instructor, Sarasota Technology Users Group, Florida 
April 2018 issue, STUGMonitor 
www.thestug.org 
wrcrowe (at) Verizon.net 
 

If you’re using iOS 11, you may be enjoying the new Faces and Memories features in the Photos app. 

But, even while the facial recognition has improved, Photos has lost the ability to recognize new people. 

If you look in the People album, you’ll see that Add People button has gone. It was there in iOS 10. How, 

then, do you add new faces to your library? Fear not — it’s still easy, although a little less obvious. 

Better Faces  

Thanks to better machine learning, iOS is better at recognizing people, objects, and scenes. That makes 

the automatically-generated Memories better and improves facial recognition.   But unless you can tell 

you iPad or iPhone about new people, then that’s not much good. 

Adding new Faces in iOS 11  

To add a new face in iOS 11, find a photo containing the person you want to add, and then swipe up. 

Under the photo you’ll see thumbnails of all the people in the picture, as well as a few related 

Memories. Tap the person you want to add, and you’ll be taken to their “page.” This is where you can 

assign a name, as well as confirm additional faces that Photos thinks may be of the same person.  

And that’s it. After you get over the initial confusion of not having a plus button in the Faces album, this 

approach makes more sense. For nerds, heading to the Faces album to do the work of adding new 

people makes sense, but regular folks will never ever do that, the same way they never ever tidy all 

those files on their computer desktops. Putting the Faces tools right there next to the photos makes 

them more discoverable and integrates them into the act of viewing. Overall, the Photos app in iOS 11 is 

way better for browsing. Between Memories, Faces, and the relationships that Photos offers between 

them, you really can get lost looking at old photos, rediscovering forgotten journeys and so on. It’s the 

closest you can come to the digital version of happenings over old shoeboxes of photos in the attic, only 

it’s better, because you never have to tidy up afterwards. 
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Photo tip “The Search Feature”  

You can now find all the pictures you have that have Trees (or Water, or Dogs, or Animals, or Mountains, 

etc.) in the picture. To do this: 

 

1. Open the photos application.  
2. Then tap on Albums at the bottom right of the screen.  

a. If Albums is not at the bottom right tap the back arrow at the top left until it does appear at 

the bottom right 

 

3. Then tap the search icon at the top right (it looks like a magnifying glass.) a. If it is not there tap 
the back arrow at the top left until it does appear at the top right  

4. Type in a general category of things you want to search for (like animals) in your photos.  
5. Tap on the item (category) and like magic there they are. 

 

Source and Compliments of cultofmac.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/George/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp2_STUG%20PUSH%20Articles.zip/cultofmac.com
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Music in all rooms – from one source 

 
By Phil Sorrentino, Technical Thoughts, Sarasota Technology Users Group, Florida 
April 2018 issue, STUGMonitor 
www.thestug.org 
philsorr (at) yahoo.com 
 

There are audio systems that distribute music 

throughout the home; Sonos immediately comes to 

mind. From the Sonos website “Sonos is the Wireless 

Home Sound System that fills as many rooms as you 

want with great sounding music, movies and TV.” Not 

having any “hands on” experience with Sonos or similar 

systems, I cannot vouch for how well they work, but I 

am willing to take the positive results of the available 

reviews. Basically, they are wi-fi connected speakers 

that you set up in any room. From the reviews, they 

seem to work well and do the job of delivering music to each room in a home, but they do come at a 

cost, possibly $200 for one speaker and twice that for stereo. If you have a wi-fi network at home, with a 

few additions, you may already have the components to do what the very expensive Sonos system can 

do. This is not a review of the Sonos system but rather another way of accomplishing the same results, 

that of distributing music to every room, done with equipment you may already be using. 

 

So, what equipment will you need to pull this off? First, and maybe obviously, you need wi-fi that covers 

all the rooms or locations where you want to listen to the music. (If you want music in the Garage, you 

must get wi-fi into the garage.) In addition to this you will need a computer at each of the locations, 

(Yes, even one in the garage.) All the computer needs is a Microsoft operating system, like Windows 10 

or Windows 7. (It will probably even work with XP, but please don’t go there.) It will not need much 

memory and it will only need enough storage to hold the operating system and a little more. 1 GB of 

RAM and 32GB of storage will easily do the trick. So, the computer can be small and probably 

inexpensive, possibly one of the “netbooks” that run somewhere around $200. (Dell, HP, and Lenovo 

have models that sometimes go on good sales.) The audio from these inexpensive computers is not of 

the highest quality, so if it is quality audio that you want at a particular location you may have to use an 

amplifier and some external speakers. If you don’t have this equipment at a location, then this solution 

may not be any cheaper than a similar Sonos solution. But, if you have some old equipment, or can get it 

for a low cost, this may still be less expensive. 
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Next, and most important, is the software that runs the whole setup. Take a guess? It is Windows Media 

Player. Yes, the one that comes with Windows; it actually comes with all current versions of Windows. It 

has been part of windows since before Windows XP. You play music at a location by running Windows 

Media Player on the computer at that location. Windows Media Player can be set up to play Playlists. A 

Playlist is a list of songs, or tunes, that you would like to play in a sequence. A Playlist can be a list of any 

Tunes. They don’t have to have anything in common, although the reason you put together a playlist is 

usually to have a lot of related music for your listening pleasure. You might want a playlist of love songs 

to create a certain mood. Or, you might like an “Old Favorites” playlist for a nostalgic evening. Many 

people make playlists for music of certain genres. I have created playlists for “Rock & Roll”, “Pre-Rock & 

Roll” (think Eddie Fisher), “Folk”, “Favorites”, “Country”, “Country Legends”, “Christmas”, “Big Bands”, 

“MoTown”, and “Fun Songs”. There really is no right or wrong way to develop your Playlists. (Though, 

the Genre indication on the song may help you place it into a playlist.) I even have a playlist for each of 

the artists that have created a large body of work, like Neil Diamond, Barbara Streisand, Billy Joel, Simon 

& Garfunkel, Frank Sinatra, Willy Nelson, “Peter, Paul & Mary”, Perry Como, Ray Charles - you get the 

idea. (Sometimes you just want to hear a lot of one artist. I love to listen to Neil Diamond.) Once you’ve 

decided on the Playlist type, all you must do is cull through your music collection (of .mp3 files) and put 

the tunes that support that type of listening into the list. Playlists can get long; many of my playlists 

provide 3 and 4 hours of listening. 

 

If that was all you had to do, it probably wouldn’t be the subject of a Technical Thoughts article. The 

“secret sauce” here is the ability to have only one database of music tunes on one computer and have 

all the computers using that one central database. (The one music database will be in the one computer 

that has enough memory to support a substantial sized music database. For this article, we’ll call it the 

“main” computer, and yes, it must be turned on whenever you are playing music.) If you are wondering 

why it is important that we have only one database, well, it’s because maintaining multiple databases, 

and keeping them in sync can be a very time consuming, and error prone activity. Every time you 

wanted to add a tune to the database, or change a playlist, you would have to change the music 

database in all the computers. Also, as I indicated at the beginning of the article, you would only need a 

small amount of memory in the computers. A music database could grow to beyond the available 

memory in a small netbook with only 32GB of storage. (My music database itself is 37GB now.) So, if you 

want to take advantage of the least expensive netbooks in some of the locations, this technique is a 

necessity. The technique is to create a set of playlists that only use the database in the “main” 

computer. Then, when you are setting up Windows Media Player in all the other computers, just include 

the Playlists, not the tunes. When Windows Media Player uses the playlist, it will access the music in the 

main computer, over the wi-fi network, behind the scenes, and the listener will never realize that the 

music files are coming from another computer. You might have to experiment a little at first to make 

sure each of the music entries in the playlist has the complete location, such as 

\\MainComputer\MP3Music\ Tunetitle.mp3. Now you can play any of the playlists at any of the 

computers, at different times or even simultaneously. Windows Media Player takes care of all the details 

and you are left only to enjoy all the music. 
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Articles from Askbobrankin.com 

 

Best Smart Locks for Your Home 

We may forgive the Internet for being insecure; after all, it wasn’t designed to be 
secure. But locks certainly are, by definition. When you make something smarter 
it gets better, right? No, not always. Here's what you need to know about smart 
locks...  

https://askbobrankin.com/best_smart_locks_for_your_home.html 

 

 

 

         [GOTCHA] WiFi Security Cameras 

Home security cameras were once next to useless, except as deterrents. Their tiny, 
grainy images couldn’t differentiate a Chihuahua from a chupacabra. Video tape 
(remember tape?) ran out, broke, or jammed exactly when it was needed. But 
those days are long gone. Read on and learn about the newest wifi-enabled home 
security cameras... [GOTCHA] WiFi Security Cameras. 

https://askbobrankin.com/gotcha_wifi_security_cameras.html 

 

 

 

         Facebook's Privacy Policy is History 

Facebook promised sweeping changes to its privacy policy in the wake of the 
Cambridge Analytica scandal. Mark Zuckerberg spent hours testifying before 
Congress about his company’s commitment to protecting users’ data and being 
transparent with them about what data Facebook collects and how it is used. Users 
were given a whole week to file comments on a draft version of a new privacy 
policy. Now that the final version is published, it turns out there is no privacy policy. 
Instead there's something called a Data Policy. Here's what you need to know... 

https://askbobrankin.com/facebooks_privacy_policy_is_history.html 

 

https://askbobrankin.com/best_smart_locks_for_your_home.html
https://askbobrankin.com/gotcha_wifi_security_cameras.html
https://askbobrankin.com/facebooks_privacy_policy_is_history.html
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APCUG NOOZ 

 

In this edition of NOOZ: 
 
1. May 5 VTC Video Links 
2. Another New Column on APCUG2.org 
3. August 18 VTC 
4. Social Media 
 
1. May 5 VTC Video Links 
 
Create a Smart Home with Home Automation & Voice Assistants 
Joe Melfi, Strategic Technical Marketing Engineer 
https://youtu.be/FKuO1VYTqLc 
 
Synchronizing Your PC, a Guide to….. 
Bill James, VP, Computer Club of Oklahoma City; APCUG Advisor, Region 8 
https://youtu.be/PQ9UweBaKrc 
 
Teaching Technology Topics to Seniors 
Ray Baxter, Payson Computer Meet-Up Club, APCUG Treasurer 
https://youtu.be/b78oNEfsDq8 
 
What’s new in the Spring Windows 10 update? 
Jere Minich, Program Chair, Lake-Sumter Computer Society 
https://youtu.be/lD7JR09JSGA 
 
What’s new with Ubuntu? 
Orv Beach, Training Chair, Southern California Linux expo – SCALE 
https://youtu.be/3kQbeomZuBE 
 
Write and Publish Your eBook on Amazon Kindle… for Free 
Bill Neves, Member, Silvercom Computer & Technology Club 
https://youtu.be/VB40jNhy4Z0 
 
2. Another New Column on apcug2.org - John Kennedy suggested a Linux 
column and, thanks to John, it happened. Since we are a tech 
organization, Judy Taylour thought we should also have a Chromebook 
column and reached out to several Chromebook users. Ron Brown, Program 
Coordinator for the Silvercom Technology & Computer Club, volunteered to 
send her articles. Annette van Ommeren (the person who put the website 
together and does the programming) created a graphic and the column was 
launched with 13 articles. If you love Chromebooks or are thinking of 
buying one, check it out. 
 
3.  August 18 is the date for the Summer VTC! 
 
Presentations scheduled to date: 
 
    Digital Afterlife, Phil Bock 
    Hate on the Internet, Rick Eaton 
    Linux and the ham radio "Internet," Orv Beach 
    Apple and Tech Tips on APCUG’s Website, Jere Minich 
    What's New with Chromebooks in 2018, Ron Brown 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/FKuO1VYTqLc
https://youtu.be/PQ9UweBaKrc
https://youtu.be/b78oNEfsDq8
https://youtu.be/lD7JR09JSGA
https://youtu.be/3kQbeomZuBE
https://youtu.be/VB40jNhy4Z0
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4.  Social Media 
 
Does your group have a presence on social media? Can visitors to your 
website easily find the link(s) to your Facebook, Twitter, Meetup, 
YouTube, or Instagram pages? 
 
Has your group liked APCUG’s page? Have you let your members know APCUG 
is on Facebook and that we encourage them to like the page? Lots of 
great information and tips posted regularly. 
(https://www.facebook.com/APCUG/) 
 
Advisors are your communication link with APCUG. 
 
APCUG is not a part of, nor a representative of any manufacturer, 
product, reseller, dealer, consultant, or business. The organization 
does not endorse any product, etc. As a member of APCUG, you have 
received this e-mail to inform you of updates, changes, or special news 
and information. Our policy has always been to send e-mail messages only 
to announce such information, and we will continue to honor this policy. 
APCUG will not share your e-mail address. If you no longer want to 
receive these e-mails, please reply to the sender. Thank you for being a 
member of APCUG. 
 
--  
Gabe Goldberg APCUG Reg 2 DC/DE/MD/NC/NJ/PA/VA/WV Advisor ggoldberg@apcug.org 
3401 Silver Maple Pl Falls Church, VA 22042 (703) 204-0433 
 
http://www.apcug.org 
http://www.facebook.com/APCUG 
http://twitter.com/apcug 
http://www.youtube.com/user/apcugvideos 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/APCUG/
mailto:ggoldberg@apcug.org
http://www.apcug.org/
http://www.facebook.com/APCUG
http://twitter.com/apcug
http://www.youtube.com/user/apcugvideos
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A Note from the Editor 

 

In the May issue of the Northern Neck Computer Users Group Newsletter, The Computer Link, an article 

entitled Is It Time To Start a Death Data Document by Jerry Heaton, Editor for the Central Kentucky 

Computer Society was printed in The Computer Link.  I was contacted by Jerry who advised the link to 

his death data article did not work.  He has provided the guide for the article and I am reprinting the 

article along with the guide. 

George Cadmus 
Editor 
 
I hope you take the time to do this.  It gives one peace of mind, but I guarantee, some relative will thank 

you for your efforts. 

 

Suggestion:  Don’t print this document.  Just highlight my topic suggestions and substitute your current 

information in your own words.  Store this in your computer if you do it right, you will be updating this 

information several times a year.  Therefore it makes no sense to constantly be printing this every time 

revised.  Make sure the right people know where to find the document and how to get there.   

 

Best Regards, 
Jerry Heaton 
 

 ITEMS TO CONSIDER FOR A DEATH DATA DOCUMENT 

TO BE VIEWED BY RELATIVES AT TIME OF DEATH ONLY 

 

Date prepared / updated 

NOTE TO FAMILY MEMBERS: 

You may want to start with a note to your relative as to why you have created this document.  Be sure 

to change the date each time you update information herein.   

 

 

 



 
 

T h e  C o m p u t e r  L i n k  –  N o r t h e r n  N e c k  C o m p u t e r  U s e r s  G r o u p  N e w s l e t t e r  
U s e r s G r o u p N e w s l e t t e r  G r o u p N e w s l e t t e r  N e w s l e t t e r  

Page 12 

VALUABLE PAPERS 

Where do you keep your valuable papers? 

Bank deposit box? 

Fireproof safe? (how do they get access?) 

File cabinet?  

 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

My SSN is :-------- 

Needed by  

• Funeral Home  

• Armed Forces for benefits 

o If military where is the Form DD214 (Report of Separation from the Armed Forces of the United      

States)   

BIRTH CERTIFICATE 

Location of your birth certificate official copy and photo copies.  More than one copy may be needed. 

WILL 

Where is the original copy of your will?  Do you have more than one original copy?  (recommended)  

Where are they? 

Who are your witnesses and how to locate the witnesses?  (If they are all deceased or not available, you 

may want to do a new will) 

OBITUARY 

Have you written your obituary?   

Location? 
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FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

If you have made funeral arrangements what are the details? 

Where is the information? 

BURIAL PLOT 

Have you purchased a cemetery lot? 

Where? 

Status of it? 

Location of deed? 

HOUSE 

Where is the deed to the house?   

How much did you pay for the house and when did you buy it?   

If renting, where is the rental agreement? 

Where are the tax assessment papers?  

Is there a mortgage?  Status? 

 

OTHER REAL ESTATE 

Do you own other property.  If so where?  Answer same questions found under house above. 

CAR 

Where are the registration papers on the car? 

Is there a car loan? 

Where is the motor vehicle license? 

 

 

 

 



 
 

T h e  C o m p u t e r  L i n k  –  N o r t h e r n  N e c k  C o m p u t e r  U s e r s  G r o u p  N e w s l e t t e r  
U s e r s G r o u p N e w s l e t t e r  G r o u p N e w s l e t t e r  N e w s l e t t e r  

Page 14 

BANK ACCOUNT(S) 

What bank accounts do you have?   

In what bank(s)  

What are the account numbers?  Person to contact at the bank? 

Are you a treasurer for any club where you control someone else’s money? 

Where do you have account balances stored?  Are they in your computer?  Where are the bank 

statements?  Who should those funds go to? 

 

BANK LOCK BOX 

Do you have a bank lock box and if so where is it? Where are the keys? (Some banks charge $150 if the 

box is closed with no keys) 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT 

Give information about any savings / money market account you may have. 

DEBTS 

What debts do you have?   

To whom? 

Where are the papers on them? 

 

BANK / DEBIT CARD  

List the bank card you have with a card number. 

Who should be contacted if stolen?  List a phone number and contact to call.   

CREDIT CHARGE CARDS 

List, one by one, each of the credit cards in your wallet or purse. 

List the number. 

List the phone number to call in case the card is stolen.   
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STORE CHARGE CARDS 

Give complete information about any store charge you may have or carry.  

How to cancel the card. 

 

GASOLINE CREDIT CARD 

Give complete information about any store charge you may have or carry.  

How to cancel the card. 

LOST WALLET 

If your wallet or purse isn’t found with you, in addition to canceling credit cards the following agencies 

should be notified also.   

Call the three national credit reporting organizations immediately to place a fraud alert on your name 

and SSN. This keeps someone from applying for credit via the Internet or other means in my name. The 

alert means any company that checks your credit knows your information was stolen and they have to 

contact you by phone to authorize new credit.  

The numbers are:  

TRANS UNION 1 800 680 7289 

EQUIFAX 1 888 397-3742 

EXPERIAN 1 888 397 3742 

SOCIAL SECURITY FRAUD LINE  1 800 269 0271   10am to 4pm   

 

INVESTMENTS 

If you have investments, who handles them? 

What are the account numbers? 

Do you keep account of them in your computer? 

Where are the monthly reports? 
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HOUSE AND OTHER KEYS 

Where do you keep extra house keys if any?   

What keys do you carry with you? 

What do they fit? 

 

MORE KEYS 

Do you possess keys to anyone else’s house? 

Where do you keep them?  Who should get them? 

 

COMBINATION LOCK 

What is the combination to any combination locks you have on hand. 

Do you have padlocks? 

Where are padlock keys? 

 

PROPERTY SURVEY 

Has your property been surveyed?   

Where is the survey? 

 

INSURANCE POLICIES 

List each insurance policy you have one by one. 

List the policy number 

List the company which underwrites it. 

Phone number and person to contact. 

Where are the original policies? (If you don’t know, maybe you should apply to the company and ask for 

a duplicate policy.) 
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HIDDEN CASH MONEY.   

 

Do you have cash hidden somewhere?  (Wouldn’t it be a shame if the old sofa was sold for $100 and you 

had $200 in cash hidden in it?)   

 

RETIREMENT FUND 

Do you receive any retirement checks? 

Will they continue to be paid to beneficiaries? 

Who pays them? 

Who do you contact? 

 

POST OFFICE BOX 

Do you have a PO Box? 

Number? 

Where is the key? 

 

PETS 

Discuss the disposition for any pets you may have. 

 

TICKETS 

If you have purchased season tickets to stage shows, basketball or football games, where do you keep 

your tickets?   
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PAPERS FOR FAMILY MEMBERS  

If you have established file folders for specific family members to have – perhaps some collectables -- 

where do you keep them?  

 

OTHER ITEMS YOU THINK TO LIST -- APPLICABLE TO YOUR PARTICULAR SITUATION 
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YouTube Videos 

 

Photoshop Elements Ways To Save 

Learning to edit is only the first step. Now learn how to save you finished work 

for printing and to work on the file later. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81Iz7c__zD0 

 

 

 

 

Is 23andMe the best DNA testing company? 

Which DNA test company is the best? Is it 23and Me? Andy Lee shares his 5 likes 

and 3 dislikes of 23andMe's genetic test results to help you decide. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yKx9O_TFeE&t=122s 

 

 

 

 

The Amazing iPad Magician 

Simon Pierro brought a magic iPad with him and wowed Ellen's audience right 

along with Ellen! 

                        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_xhSQGKxO4 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81Iz7c__zD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yKx9O_TFeE&t=122s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_xhSQGKxO4
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A Note from the Treasurer 

Below is an article received from APCUG entitled, Is Your Group a 501C3 Non-Profit Organization? 

 

Is your group a 501©3 non-profit organization? 

If so, a cautionary tale of one president’s ordeal to reinstate the groups 501©3 status. 

  

“There once was a club that was founded 25 years ago. All seemed to be going OK until one day the club 

tried to make a purchase using their status as a 501(c)(3) (nonprofit). They were told their status had 

been revoked. The President of the club looked into the matter. He had come from a business 

background and had no experience with nonprofits. Since the club had been functioning well for twenty 

years and he was an “outsider,” no sense in rocking the boat. This was all about to change. It was 

discovered that a letter had been sent from that dreaded Big Government Agency saying, “failure to file 

for three consecutive years had caused the revocation,” but it seems that no one knew where that letter 

went so no one read it and nothing was done. As much as you dread what is inside, who would ignore a 

letter from that Big Government Agency? In exploring further, the President found that the filing that 

needed to be done was a very short form done online and could be filled out in less than 10 minutes. 

Water over the dam, right? After a call to the Big Government Agency, the President thought maybe 

advice from an expert in the field would be prudent. After collecting basic financial data about the club 

and writing a letter that explained what had happened and what was to happen to prevent this 

occurrence in the future the President visited an attorney that specialized in Nonprofit Corporations. 

After two visits to this attorney it was determined there were two courses open. Go for a Retroactive 

Reinstatement or file Local State and Federal taxes for 5 years. Probably no taxes due but penalties and 

interest would be hefty. Getting the work done could run more than this club had in its treasury. 

 The attorney's bill for just consultation so far was almost $1500. The President said, “I can do this 

myself.” Despite an audit being performed by club officers every year, it turns out the “books” were in 

sad shape. In the five-year period that had to be reported as delinquent, no yearend closing balance 

agreed with the opening balance for the next fiscal year. Also, many of the columns of numbers did not 

add up. Not a good starting point to submit close to 140 pages of forms, schedules and letters of 

explanation all required by that big Government Agency to obtain Retroactive Reinstatement.  

 The President and his wife worked on one year and made “Journal Entries” recommendations for the 

other years to cause them to “balance.” This package was put together as an example package. The 

President than asked other members of the club if they would take one of the five years and fill in the 

numbers based on the example. All this time there was a deadline looming as the Reinstatement 

process would probably take six months by the Big Government Agency's best guess. More time than 

that would put this club past the deadline for the next year's filing which could not be done until the 

club received its Retroactive Reinstatement.  
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 By the President’s deadline date, 3 of the 4 volunteers returned their forms. The President gave the 

three very high marks for stepping up and making a good effort with less than solid information to work 

with. Unfortunately, only one of the three's work was usable with minor adjustments and the other two 

were completely redone by the President. The President never heard from the fourth person that didn't 

even try or respond to an email regarding progress and offer of help if needed.  

 The four-page form that the volunteers had been working on had a 48-page instruction sheet. The 

additional form to be submitted was 48 pages. Along with these forms, letters of detailed explanation 

and examples of 501(c)(3) worthiness had to be submitted also. The final indignity involved sending this 

Big Government Agency a check.  

 Since the forms were to be sent to the Big Government Agency's name and “address,” most would think 

(some even put it in writing) but NO, the check was to be made out to another Agency. Then there was 

the question of where to send it. There were no less than four different addresses listed in various 

publications. Then there was the amount. Depending on which Big Government Agency's current 

publication you were looking at it could be this or it could be that.  

 Speaking of publications, this President relayed a story about looking for a particular Schedule E that 

need to be filed. Going to the Big Government Agency's website there was a repository of forms. He 

entered the form he was looking for and the response was 17,723 possibilities. They were listed ten to a 

page and not in alpha or numeric order. Tax payer dollars at work! Additional trials and tribulations of 

what this President endured in his several hundred hours of work would make this story too long to 

repeat. Just know that completion involved over a ream of paper and several “jumbo” ink cartridges. 

Also, some of the additional stories involved loss of temper, bad language and adult beverages. Just way 

too dark to repeat."  

 Food for thought 

Does the Big Government Agency have a valid mailing address for your group? 

Does your group complete the very short online form each year? On time? 

Who is responsible for doing this?  

How does the knowledge get transferred if that person leaves the position or club?  

Does your group have a shared calendar with dates 'administrative' club tasks need to be accomplished?  

 Judy 

 www.apcug2.org 

www.facebook.com/APCUG 

www.twitter.com/apcug 

www.youtube.com/apcugvideos 
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As your Treasurer, I can ensure the membership that the IRS electronic for 990-N, Commonwealth of 

Virginia State Corporation Commission Registration Fee Assessment, and the APCUG annual dues has 

been paid.  All forms, fees and dues have been paid on time since I had become the Treasurer of 

NNCUG. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the above, please feel free to contact me. 

George Cadmus 
Treasurer 
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 Do you like to write or have a favorite hardware or software product you want to 
 let others know about? 
 
 Do you have some interesting website others should know about? 
 
Sig leaders submit an article and let the rest of the membership know what 
your group is doing. It may even spur some members to join your group. 
 
We are always looking for some home grown articles for the newsletter. You do 
not have to be an expert, and you don’t have to be an experienced writer. 
 
Submit your article, review, or commentary to geocadjr@verizon.net. 

 

 
We want to make sure you are getting the latest newsletter and 
information concerning NNCUG/APCUG. Contact George Cadmus at 
geocadjr@verizon.net if you have any questions about your membership 
or change your contact information. 
 

 

 

 
The Northern Neck Computer Users Group is not a part of or representative of any 
manufacturer, product, reseller, dealer, consultant, or business. 
 
Information appearing in this newsletter is for the use and information of the members and 
friends of the group. 
 
Permission is granted to reprint any or all of the material found here by similar non-profit, 
non-commercial publications provided credit is given to the author of the article and “The 
Computer Link” is given as the source of the information. 
 

Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not reflect those of the organization. 
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